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as yourselves/ These three commands, each be-
ginning with the syllable Da, were called the three
Da's, and had to be fulfilled before any higher
light was to be--hoped for (Brehad Ara^yaka
Upanishad V, 2), before the highest goal of the
Vedas the Vedanta, could be reached.

The Fpanisliads as Vedftnta.

Vedinta means the end of the Veda, whether
we take it In the sense of the final portion, or the
final object of the Veda. Now the Veda, as you
know, Is the old Bible of the Br&hmans, and
whatever sects and systems may have sprung up
within their religion during the three thousand
years of jits existence, they all, with the exception
of course of Buddhism, agree in recognising the
Veda as the highest authority on all religious
questions. The Vedanta philosophy thus recog-
nises by its very name its dependence on the
Veda, and the oneness of religion and philosophy,
If we take the word in its widest sense, Veda, as
you know, means knowledge, but it has become
the special name of the Hindu Bible, and that
Bible consists of three portions, the Sawhites,